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SUBJECT: MORE ON THE BOMBING OE JULIO PRADO' S HOME 
REE: QUITO 2341 

1. SUMMARY: MINISTER OE GOVERNMENT HAS STATED IN 
THE PRESS THAT PRADO WILL HAVE TO PROVE HIS CHARGES OF 
OFFICIAL COMPLICITY IN THE BOMBING OF HIS HOUSE OR FACE 
PROSECUTION. PRADO HAS RETURNED TO THE ATTACK IN AN 
OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT. THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
WILL HAVE TO DEAL WITH A DIFFICULT PROBLEM IN DECIDING 
HOW TO HANDLE THIS MATTER. END SUMMARY 

2. TWO NEW AND INTERESTING DEVELOPMENTS HAVE OCCURRED 
ABOUT THE BOMBING OF THE HOUSE OE COLUMNIST JULIO PROADO 
( REPORTED IN REFTEL) EIRST, THE MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT 
GENERAL LATORRE ANNOUNCED THAT PRADO WOULD HAVE TO 
PROVE HIS ALLEGATIONS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS INVOLVED IN 
THE BOMBING OR EACE PROSECUTION FOR LIBEL. LATORRE SAID 
THAT THE REPUTATION OF THE GOVERNMENT AND ITS OEFICIALS 
COULD NO LONGER BE AT THE MERCY OF THE " CAPRICIOUS 
IMAGININGS" OF PRADO AND ADDED THAT IN HIS OPINION PRADO 
WAS TRYING TO APPEAR AS A VICTIM OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
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3. NOT TO BE OUTDONE, PRADO PUBLISHED AN OPEN LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ IN HIS EL TIEMPO COLUMN OF MAY 4. 
THIS LETTER R F, IMPLIES OFFICIAL COMPLICITY IN THE BOMBING 

OF HIS HOME BY ASSERTING THAT IT WAS PROBABLY PERPETRATED 
BY SOMEONE OFEENDED BY HIS COLUMN WHICH HE POINTED OUT IS 
OFTEN CRITICAL OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT. PRADO GOES ON 
TO SAY THAT THIS BOMBING ILLUSTRATES THE GROWING 
ATMOSPHERE OE VIOLENCE AND OFEICIAL ABUSE OF POWER, THAT 
THE CITIZENRY ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY ANXIOUS BECAUSE 
OF THIS, AND FINALLY THAT A CLIMATE SIMILAR TO THAT 
EXISTING IN BRAZIL IS DEVELOPING IN ECUADOR. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE WE BELIEVE THAT PRADO IS EXAGGERATING 
IN HIS ANALYSIS OE THE SITUATION IN ECUADOR, WE DO NOT 
DOUBT THAT HE WILL BE MORE THAN A MATCH FOR LATORRE IE 
MATTERS REALLY GO TO A LIBEL CASE. THE GOE WILL PROBABLY 
REALIZE THIS ALSO AND WILL, THEREFORE, BE FACED WITH A 
DIFEICULT DECISION: TO LEAVE PRADO ALONE DESPITE LATORRE' S 
THREAT, OR TRY HIM IN SUCH A WAY AS TO PREVENT HIM 

FROM DEFENDING HIMSELF ADEQUATELY. THE LATTER SOLUTION 
COULD PROVOKE AN INCREASINGLY SEVERE PROBLEM WITH THE 
PRESS. 
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